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The Dynamic Memory Lab »Nudc Blic« explores Viet-

namese-German migration history and how we remember,

narrate, suppress, and silence the past.

At the project’s heart are the memories and experiences
of the Vietnamese-German community. These span
decades and bear the marks of escape and contract
labour, the divide between North and South Vietnam,
East and West Germany, and histories of violence and
self-empowerment. The Dynamic Memory Lab »Nudc
BPlc« connects experiences that are rarely seen together,
despite being deeply intertwined.

Timeline

31 August 1858
French colonial rule begins over present-day Vietnam
with the attack on Tourane (P& Néng)

June 1862
After four years of war, territories are ceded to France;
key cities like Saigon (Sai Gon) are conquered

19 December 1946 - 1 August 1954
First Indochina War

26 April - 20 July 1954
Geneva Conference on Indochina

21 July 1954
Geneva Accords on Indochina signed

1955 - 1976
Vietnam War

Together, these narratives form a memory landscape
shaped by Cold War politics and the post-reunification
era. Like a compass, this landscape reveals both ideo-
logical ruptures and biographical connections.

Curators Dan Thy Nguyen and Nina Reiprich bring
to-gether contributions from artists and activists of the
younger Vietnamese-German generation. They approach
this history from multiple perspectives. Through artistic
works, personal texts and interview excerpts,
contributors trace the complexity of Vietnamese-
German experiences, exposing contradictions, breaks
and silences.
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These stories relate to one another — as memories of
a plural community and a plural society. They don't
follow a single, linear narrative, but form a constellation
of perspectives.

The Dynamic Memory Lab »Nudc Dlc« raises essential
questions: Who is heard? Which memories are given
space? What remains in the shadows? How can we tell
a shared, multi-perspective history?

The curators and artists invite us to see Vietnamese-
German migration history as part of our shared German
and European past.

1978
The Federal Republic of Germany begins humanitarian
admission programmes for refugees from South Vietnam

1980
The German Democratic Republic begins recruiting
Vietnamese contract workers

22 August 1980
Arson attack on Vietnamese refugee housing
in Hamburg-Billbrook

17 - 23 September 1991
Hoyerswerda pogrom

22 - 26 August 1992
Rostock-Lichtenhagen pogrom

The Dynamic Memory Lab »Nudc Plrc« opens space for
new, multifaceted forms of collective remembrance.

It challenges us to question the boundaries of memory
discourses and strengthen remembrance as a vital part
of a democratic society.
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June 1997
Nationwide regulation on the right to remain for
former contract workers introduced

2011 - 2024

Strategic partnership develops between Germany and
Vietnam; agreement signed for targeted recruitment of
Vietnamese skilled workers and trainees, primarily for

§ healthcare, hospitality and catering
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FIRST INDOCHINA WAR,
VIETNAM WAR,

REUNIFICATION

First Indochina War
(1946-1954)

After the Second World War, independence movements
emerged across French “Indochina” in the 1940s. The
Viét Minh, a communist-oriented group, led these
movements. This anti-colonial mobilisation culminated
in 1946 with the First Indochina War, where Vietnamese
independence fighters battled French colonial forces.

The war ended with the Geneva Accords of 21 July 1954.
The agreement ended French colonial rule in Vietnam and
temporarily divided the country along the 17th parallel. In
the North, the socialist-communist Democratic Republic
of Vietnam formed under President H6 Chi Minh. In the
South, Western-backed anti-communist forces took
control. These included groups with monarchist aspirations,
strong Catholic influences, and authoritarian tendencies.

The division was meant to last only until nationwide
elections in 1956, but these elections never happened.
Instead, tensions escalated and in 1955 led to the
Second Indochina War, known internationally as the
“Vietnam War” and in Vietnam as the “American War".

From Decolonisation to
the Vietnam War:
Division, Intervention
and Reunification
(1955-1976)

The Vietnam War (1955-1976), known in Vietnam as the
“American War”, became a key Cold War conflict. North
Vietnam received military and ideological support from
the Soviet Union and China. South Vietnam depended
on massive military and financial aid from the United
States and its allies. Internal tensions in the South —
between Catholic and Buddhist groups, monarchist and
democratic forces — created further political instability.

The war featured asymmetrical warfare and
devastating weapons like napalm and flamethrowers.
Chemical agents designed to destroy agricultural
production were also deployed, most notoriously
Agent Orange, whose effects continue to cause
severe damage to both population and environment
today. Because of their catastrophic impact, these
weapons were restricted by UN protocol in 1980

and codified in international law since 1983.

The Vietnam War claimed millions of civilian lives and
provoked worldwide protests against US intervention.
American involvement peaked in the late 1960s but
faced mounting resistance from global public opinion
and US civil society. This opposition transformed the
West: the anti-war protests of the 1960s and early
1970s fundamentally reshaped Western culture by
creating precedents for mass protest and youth-led
political activism that challenged traditional authority.
These demonstrations helped catalyse the broader
countercultural movement and influenced everything
from music and fashion to attitudes toward government,
military intervention and social conformity.

Following gradual US troop withdrawal (1973) and the
South Vietnamese government’s collapse (1975), Vietnam
formally reunified in 1976 as the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam under communist leadership. This turning point
had far-reaching political, social and cultural memory
consequences. Three decades of conflict profoundly
impacted Vietnamese society, Southeast Asian
geopolitical balance, and collective memory — both in
Vietnam and the West, especially the United States.

The war became a symbolic battleground between
competing ideologies: decolonisation versus global
hegemony, capitalism versus communism, socialist one-
party systems versus democratic governance.



Reunification of Vietnam:
Founding the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam (1976)

On 2 July 1976, Vietnam officially reunified as the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, fully integrating the
formerly capitalist and Western-oriented South into
the communist political and social system of the
North. The Hanoi government implemented
comprehensive socialist restructuring, including
agricultural collectivisation, economic nationali-
sation, and political repression targeting former
South Vietnamese officials and cultural expressions
labelled “bourgeois” or “reactionary”.

This process involved not only political and economic
alignment of the South with communist North Vietnam
but also deliberate erasure or marginalisation of South
Vietnamese identity markers — evident in banning
popular nhac vang music, for example. Former

South Vietnamese state apparatus members and
intellectuals were systematically interned in so-called
“re-education camps”.

While the official state perspective celebrated
reunification as victory over imperialism and neo-
colonialism, the South widely experienced it as a
loss of cultural distinctiveness and the beginning
of a repressive new order.

























































